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Send your email address to: 
church@vanalstynefumc.org 

(Be sure to  notify the church office  
if your email address has changed!)  

In Service to our Country  

In Need of Prayer  

Eric Auch 
Mst. Sgt. Thomas Bunn III 

Damon Cecil 
TSgt. Mickey Clayton 

Heather Copeland 
Mickey Dustin 

Spc. Jody Echols 
Amn. Nikki Fincher 

Keith Hardin 
Adam Hawn 

Jeff Heinzmann 
Troy Howerton 

Christopher Keeling 
Rickey Kimberlin 

J.R. Lance 
AB Cole Lane 

PFC Zac McClellan 
Cpl. Ryan Miller 

SPC Chris Nance 
Sgt. Jerry O’Connor 

Zac Shaver 
Kolbi Stowers 

Major Steven J. Whitmarsh, M.D. 
Cody Yates 

Van Alstyne Ministerial Alliance Project Christmas 
The Ministerial Alliance will be collecting the following items: 

 
Pinto beans – 16 oz.                                       Hamburger or Tuna Helper 
Elbow macaroni – 12 oz.                                 Chicken Ramen noodles – 12 pack 
Peaches – 15 oz.                                            Traditional spaghetti sauce – 26.5 oz.
No-bean chili – 15 oz.                                     Peeled diced tomatoes – 14.5 oz. 
Chunk light tuna in water – 5 oz.                     Chicken noodle soup – 10.5 oz. 
French sliced green beans – 14.5 oz.             Whole kernel corn – 15.25 oz. 
SpaghettiO’s – 15 oz.                                      Long spaghetti noodles – 12 oz. 
Macaroni & cheese dinner – 7.25 oz.              Peanut butter (creamy) – 28 oz. 
Box of cereal – fruit flavored                      
 

The Ministerial Alliance will also be collecting NEW coats. The collection area will be 
in the feed store beginning December 1st.                                         

Items will be distributed Wednesday, December 21st, at FUMC. 
 

“For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the 
body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ.”  1 Corinthians 12:12 

 
FUMC is responsible for maintaining the collection site December 4th, 10th, 

and 16th.  If you have not already signed up, pleas e sign up for a 2-hour shift. 

November 6th  
Jeannie Bradley 

Michael & Holly Manna 
Jimmie Lee Mobley 

 
November 13th  
Jenny Cothran 

Amanda Mauppin 
Leslie Victor 

Monica Wilson 

November 20th  
Gary Gibbs 

Adam LaBaido 
Tammy Roberts 

 
November 27th  

John Frietsch 
Tammy Hamrick 

Lauren Talley 
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�� Join us Sunday, December 11th, at 5:30 p.m. in the sanctuary, as the children 
present “Christ-Myth Busters”. Ethan has a new brother, Michael. Only Michael's 
not a cute little bundle of joy. He's a pretty big kid...adopted...and a bit of an  
annoying trivia buff. When Michael starts busting some myths about Christmas 
to Ethan's friends, it causes quite a stir. Through it all, Michael learns that even 
though some facts about the very first Christmas might not be clear, the truth 
about why Jesus came is everywhere in Scripture. 
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December 4th  
4-5 year olds                           Mary Hears the Good News 
K-1                                          An Angel Visits Mary 
2nd-3rd                                    A Savior Is Coming! 
4th-5th                                     Annunciation of Mary 
 
 

December 11th  
4-5 year olds                           Joseph Hears the Good News 
K-1                                          An Angel Visits Joseph 
2nd-3rd                                    Emmanuel 
4th-5th                                     Annunciation of Joseph 
 
 

December 18th  
4-5 year olds                           Jesus Is Born! 
K-1                                          Trip to Bethlehem 
2nd-3rd                                    Bethlehem 
4th-5th                                     The Journey and the Birth 
 
 

December 25th  
4-5 year olds                           The Shepherds Hear the Good News 
K-1                                          Jesus Is Born 
2nd-3rd                                    A Savior Is Born 
4th-5th                                     Shepherds Hear the News 
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"The Lord has done great things for us,     
and we are filled with joy."  

Psalm 126:3  
 

     If you are a girl in 2nd—6th grades, please 
join us for weekly worship in the Miriams Reading 
Circle.  We have our meetings Mondays from 
3:30—4:30 p. m. in Benton Hall.  We praise our 
Lord through reading, hands-on activities, and 
prayers.  The United Methodist Women sponsor 
the program.  Letha Tate, Shawn Smith, and Jo 
Bell facilitate the program.  If you are interested 
in joining the Miriams, please join us Mondays or 
call the church at 903-482-5505 or Jo Bell at  
903-482-6320. 
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    Join us for children’s choir! 
Both group meet Wednesdays 

in Benton Hall! 
 

                       Sr. Choir (4th, 5th, 6th grades) 
      Mandy Montgomery, Jenny Carson, Heather Rose 
                  3:45—4:30 p.m. with a snack at 3:30 
 

Jr. Choir (3 yrs.—3rd grade) 
Brandi Stowers, Melinda Hunter 

5:30—6:30 p.m. 

   If you have a child entering 
6th grade this year, please join 
us for Confirmation Class at 
10:00 a.m. in the Sanford Center 
(Room 201).  Teachers are Tim 
and Stephanie Urban and Curtis 
and Susan Coburn. 
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“The Pearl Necklace” 
     The cheerful girl with bouncy golden curls was almost five. Waiting with her mother at the checkout stand, she 
saw them: a circle of glistening white pearls in a pink foil box. 
"Oh please, Mommy. Can I have them? Please, Mommy, please!" 
     Quickly the mother checked the back of the little foil box and then looked back into the pleading blue eyes of her 
little girl's upturned face. "A dollar ninety-five. That's almost $2.00. If you really want them, I'll think of some extra 
chores for you and in no time you can save enough money to buy them for yourself. Your birthday's only a week 
away and you might get another crisp dollar bill from Grandma." 
     As soon as Jenny got home, she emptied her penny bank and counted out 17 pennies. After dinner, she did 
more than her share of chores and she went to the neighbor and asked Mrs. McJames if she could pick dandelions 
for ten cents. On her birthday, Grandma did give her another new dollar bill and at last she had enough money to 
buy the necklace. 
     Jenny loved her pearls. They made her feel dressed up and grown up. She wore them everywhere ~ Sunday 
school, kindergarten, even to bed. The only time she took them off was when she went swimming or had a bubble 
bath. Mother said if they got wet, they might turn her neck green.  
     Jenny had a very loving daddy and every night when she was ready for bed, he would stop whatever he was 
doing and come upstairs to read her a story. One night when he finished the story, he asked Jenny, "Do you love 
me?" 
     "Oh yes, Daddy. You know that I love you." 
     "Then give me your pearls." 
     "Oh, Daddy, not my pearls. But you can have Princess ~ the white horse from my collection. The one with the 
pink tail. Remember, Daddy? The one you gave me. She's my favorite." 
     "That's okay, Honey. Daddy loves you. Good night." And he brushed her cheek with a kiss.  
     About a week later, after the story time, Jenny's daddy asked again, "Do you love me?" 
     "Daddy, you know I love you." 
     "Then give me your pearls." 
     "Oh Daddy, not my pearls. But you can have my baby doll. The brand new one I got for my birthday. She is so 
beautiful and you can have the yellow blanket that matches her sleeper." 
     "That's okay. Sleep well. God bless you, little one. Daddy loves you." And as always, he brushed her cheek 
with a gentle kiss. 
     A few nights later when her daddy came in, Jenny was sitting on her bed with her legs crossed Indian-style.    
As he came close, he noticed her chin was trembling and one silent tear rolled down her cheek. "What is it, Jenny? 
What's the matter?" 
     Jenny didn't say anything but lifted her little hand up to her daddy. And when she opened it, there was her little 
pearl necklace. With a little quiver, she finally said, "Here, Daddy. It's for you." 
     With tears gathering in his own eyes, Jenny's kind daddy reached out with one hand to take the dime-store 
necklace, and with the other hand he reached into his pocket and pulled out a blue velvet case with a strand of 
genuine pearls and gave them to Jenny. He had them all the time. He was just waiting for her to give up the     
dime-store stuff so he could give her genuine treasure.  
     So like our heavenly Father. What are you hanging on to? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



�

 �

� �
��

� �
� 


�
� �

�
 

��
��

�
��

�!
"#

#�

��	
���
������������
�����	������������������������ ��������������������������������������������������������������������� �

�
�

�
�

�
�

�
�

�
�

�
�

	
�



�

�
�

�
�

�

�

�
�

�
��

�
�

�
�

��
� �

��

��
�

� �
��

��
��

	�

 �

��

�

��
�

��
��

��
� �

��
�

��
��

��

�

��
��

� �
��

��
� �

�
	


��

�

�

��

��
�

��
� �

� �
�

��
�

��
��

�

�

� �
�


��
��

���
��

��
� �

��
��

��

� �
�

��
�

��
�


�
��

��
��

��
��

��
�

	

��


�
�


��
��
�

��
�

��
�

��
�

��
�


�
� �

��
��

� 
��

��
��

! �
		

��
"�

�	

�


 �
��

�

��
�

� �
�

� �
�


�
��

��
� �

��
��

� �
�

	

��


�
�


��
��
�

��
�

��
�

� �
�

��
�

#�
��

$
% �

�
�

� �
��

��

�

���
 �

��

��
�

��
�

��
�

�
&'

&$
&(

&�
��

�
��

�
�

&'
&$

&(
&�

��
�

��
�

� �
�

*W
e 

w
ill

 le
a

ve
 t

he
 c

h
ur

ch
 a

t 
2 

p.
m

.  
C

os
t 

is
 $

3
0/

pe
rs

on
 a

nd
 D

O
E

S
 N

O
T

 in
cl

ud
e 

fo
od

. 
 

 
**

W
e 

w
ill

 le
a

ve
 t

he
 c

h
ur

ch
 a

t 5
 p

.m
. 

to
 h

ea
d 

to
 t

he
 f

irs
t d

es
tin

at
io

n 
a

nd
 e

nd
 u

p 
ba

ck
 a

t t
he

 c
h

ur
ch

 f
o

r 
th

e 
C

ho
ir 

C
an

ta
ta

, 
de

ss
er

t,
 a

nd
 g

ift
 e

xc
ha

ng
e.

 
(L

im
it 

is
 $

1
0 

fo
r 

th
e 

gi
ft

 e
xc

ha
n

ge
.)

 
**

*H
.O

.M
.E

.—
H

om
el

es
s 

O
ut

re
ac

h 
M

is
si

on
 E

xp
er

ie
nc

e—
de

ta
ils

 t
o 

co
m

e!
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

United Methodist Women  
 

"Encourage one another and build each other up."  
1 Thessalonians 5:11 

         Our next meeting will be Monday, December 19th,     
at 6:30 p.m. in Benton Hall. All ladies of the church are        
invited to join us for a short devotional, refreshments, and   
a program. 
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Please join us for our 
First Sunday Brunch 

December 4th at 
9:30 a.m. in the gym!  
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Join the Chancel Choir as they present “The Promised Hope” 

by Tom Fettke.  As we are bombarded daily with reminders that times are difficult 
and futures are uncertain, it would be easy to think that hope is nowhere to be 
found.  That is why we love to hear it told...the story of a baby born in a manger, 
come to redeem a world without hope is timeless and forever relevant. Come for an 
evening of music and inspiration. The Chancel Choir is under the direction of Dawn 
Velekei. 
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2nd          Roger & Casey Storment 
6th           Phillip & Brandi Stowers 
                    Donald & Virginia Graham 
15th         Robert & Allison Royalty 
31st          David & Gretchen Madison 
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1st           Byron Whitaker 
2nd          Danielle Richards 
4th           Judy Bailey, Haley Simpson 
6th           Danny Offill 
7th           Kyle Greve 
8th           Shelly Bailey 
10th         Don Bell, Kary Cataldie, Wilda Offill 
11th         Allison Royalty, Peter Sears 
13th         Callie King, Herb Reed, Aubrey Ritchie, 
                        David Wright 
15th         Brian Dell 
17th         Pat McQueeney, Dawn Velekei 
 
19th         Vickie Routon 
20th         Ed David 
22nd        Taylor Clayton 
23rd         Billy Blackburn, Jan Storment 
24th         Sam Atkins 
25th         Zachary Madison 
26th         Avery Stinton 
27th         Rachel Blackmon, Amy Hardwick, 
                        Hillary Jones, Heather Turner 
28th         Ron Harris 
29th         Cindy Jones, Mandy Montgomery 
30th         Austin Cuthbertson 
31st         Holly Hardwick, Dedra Worman 
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